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God takes care of everyone in time of need, His love never quits.  Thank God who did it all!  His love never quits!

Psalm 137:25-26

	GROUPS  


     During the second half of the Summer Program, groups from Fairfax Youth, Fairfax, VA.;  Legacy, NRH, TX; Cloverdale, Searcy, AK; Fairfax Adult, Fairfax, VA came in with members ready to work hard and reach out to the community.  The summer went by so quickly, but a lot of work was accomplished.  The main projects done were: Ten tin roofs on community homes and the Coffee House, and three cement seals on the Children's homes. Other cement work included slabs for water tanks and wells, foundation for rig storage; foundations to extend the homes of neighbors, Carmen and Chiquito, Martha and Emilio, and Sergio and Rafelina; and eleven floors in homes of the community. Pumps were placed at well sites and maintenance of existing pumps was also done. Eleven homes were painted. The extension of the Children’s Home swing set was worked on. Ditches were dug to lay water piping at Children's Home and the camp.  All this done in the name of the Lord shows are neighbors the love and care that the Lord has for them; and opens the door for us to share Him, who make all things possible, to come into their lives.

	evangelism


     Christ was shared with many this summer through the help of the groups at the different VBS sites and at the Coffee House.  Pray that hearts will be touched and that we can continue the contact with the [image: image1.jpg]


people in the area of Rio San Juan.  The pull of the world is great. Some of these kids and young adults who live there have so much difficulty in their lives and have had so much rejection.  To have unconditional love shown to them can only give glory to God.

     The Lord has blessed us with someone to help be a mentor and light to these young people.  We are so happy to have Kayla Sparks, from the Highland View congregation in TN, join us.  She is an answer to prayer.  We have prayed for a team of several people to come and help in this outreach. Please continue to pray for others to join in the Rio San Juan efforts. 

     Many teens have asked to join the English classes that Tammie teaches at the Coffee House.  The first semester in coming to an end and time for some to graduate and others to advance, allowing others to enter for the new session.  Many are interested in learning English as an opportunity for employment in an ever growing tourist industry, but we see it as an opportunity to share Jesus.

	Children’s homes
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     The children had a great time with the summer groups as usual, and each summer has a special difference to it as they make new friends from the groups and reconnect with friends made from previous years.  On several occasions all the children were treated to an afternoon at the beach with their own private guardian!!! And then were treated to an ice cream at the local ice cream parlor.

Thank you all for the mentoring and the relationships that you have with each of the children in the homes.

   It’s that time of year again, time for the children to return to school.  It takes a lot of effort to get 18 children ready for school!

We are so thankful for all who have contributed items and finances to take the burden of cost off of us.  The response to our “wish list” of needs for the children was amazing!  There are enough flip-flops, clothes, vitamins, and school supplies to last the whole year.

     Martin Staelens came in for a week to be present for Alberto’s Student Visa interview.  It was good to see him again and catch up on how “life in the states” is going.  It was very emotional to say goodbye to Alberto, but with glad hearts to see him have such an opportunity placed before him.  We receive news from the Staelens and Alberto that he is studying hard and doing well in school.

     It is such a joy to see the young children participating in their weekly Bible classes.  As we work our way through the Old Testament, they are learning about the Faith of Abraham.  Dimas is doing a good job of teaching.  He opens up with a prayer, review of the previous week’s lesson, the story reading, and then has a question and answer time after each lesson. At the end of class the floor opens up for volunteer song leaders and several take turns leading their favorite song, followed by a prayer.

The older children’s classes are being led by Raquelina, Joaquin’s daughter.  Friendship is being taught as Biblical examples are used to illustrate our relationship to each other and to Jesus.

	Things I learnt while in the FOREIGN field





I suppose these lessons aren’t restricted to being learnt in the foreign field, but that is where I realized them.

Bananas taste better when picked from a tree in your yard.

My spouse is my best friend. 

Language slips can prove hazardous, especially in food preparation.  Don’t request a chancleta (form of flip-flop) in your soup thinking you’ve asked for a chuleta (pork-chop).

One is clearly outnumbered by vermin, reptiles, and insects.  There’s no escaping them!

Tomorrow does not mean tomorrow, or the next day or the next, or the………

Words are not always necessary.  Love is shared by a hug; joy is shared by a smile. 

It’s very useful to know mechanics; expect to have some form of car trouble on every outing.

Never sit under a mango tree when it’s mango season.  When one drops, it feels like an anvil landed on your head!

The Lord is Jehovah Jireh.  He is provider of all things physically, spiritually, and emotionally.

