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	MANNA DOMINICAN REPUBLIC PROJECTS

WALLACE REPORT: October - December, 2005





God takes care of everyone in time of need, His love never quits.  Thank God who did it all!  His love never quits!

Psalm 137:25-26

	GROUPS  
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     It’s been awhile since we have had a group over from Haiti.  Several attempts have been thwarted due to road conditions, border troubles, and/or timing.  We were thrilled to have no complications this year that prevented the graduating students from the Bible College in Cape Haitian, Haiti to visit us at the MannaDR camp in Carequeña for the weekend.  The director, David Dirrim, brought the group over as a celebration of their graduation of a three year training/study session.  Brian took them on visits to the churches in Puerto Plata and Santiago, where they shared the Word with fellow Christians.  No group can visit without a trip to Playa Grande and a meal of fish or chicken for lunch!!  The water was really rough, but they had a blast.  They visited the Children’s Homes and walked through the community.  We were blessed by this group of men who have dedicated their lives to learning more of God’s Word to share with their fellow countrymen.
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 During the month of December our visiting group is usually smaller than the groups during the other times of the year.  We usually have a family that comes in to assist in the Magi distribution.  This year we had the Roses (Tom and his grown children, Janice and Mark; and Mark’s fiancée, Laurie) came and helped. They had almost 700 boxes to sort by village, age, and gender.  Gifts were passed out in the villages of Los Pinos, Los Gajos, and Bobita.  Due [image: image3.jpg]


to a delay in all the Magi boxes arriving during the week that the Roses were here, there were other projects that were accomplished.  Tom and Marc fixed the Toyota Land Cruiser, and hoisted the roof of the pole barn to create a greater slant for water run off; and Janice painted a sign for the Coffee House.  We all were invited to celebrate a typical Dominican Christmas meal with our friends the Candelarios of Rio San Juan.  There was roasted pig, fried chicken, rice dishes, potato dishes and salad.  Delicioso!!!  
	evangelism


     The outreach in Rio San Juan has been blessed with the vibrant presence of Kayla Sparks.  We are now able to have the Coffee House opened for 5 days a week; making a place available for the young people to come and be off the streets and out of trouble.   In addition to the ongoing English classes with Tammie and one on one Bible studies with Joaquin, we are working on having a Bible class for the younger aged kids that are showing up.  Kayla has formed many friendships and due to a lack of girls coming to the Coffee House has joined an all girls baseball team in order to make relationships and influence these girls with a walk of Christ.
    We have been blessed to have an hour of television broadcast time on a national channel where Joaquin presents a Bible lesson.  Many of the people’s doors that he has knocked on in the area have recognized him and this has opened up the opportunity for studies.  Due to the growing number of people attending the Sunday evening services, we have knocked down the major interior walls to expand the sitting area.  Please pray for this continued effort.  We are praying for more evangelistic assistance in this outreach, and can see the door opening in that direction.  Wesley and Ashleigh Wallace are making plans to join the team, and we are waiting to see the hand of God work it all out.

	Children’s homes


     Kayla has been a tremendous help with the children in the Homes.  She has run many errands for Tammie, from purchasing items all the way to carting a child to the hospital; organized the storage room, tutoring some in Math and English (even one of the “moms” of the home), teaching guitar to another, and being a mentor to all.

    Raquelina has made the older children’s Wednesday night Bible class come alive with related dramas and meaningful lessons that they can relate to in daily circumstances.  The children perform the dramas for the congregation on Sundays. This session’s lessons have been on how we treat one another and showing the love of Christ to non-believers.  

The Children had a great Christmas.  
Some were able to go and visit friends and/or family during the [image: image4.jpg]


holidays.  Those that didn’t go on vacation, as well as the house parents, all were invited along to the Christmas meal [image: image5.jpg]


at the Candelarios.  They really enjoyed the vast amounts of soda, cookies, fresh fruit punch and the gift box of apples grapes, and candy!!  Of course the arrival of the Magi gifts had long been anticipated and weeks prior to their arrival we’d be asked constantly, “¿Cuando viene los regalos?” (“When are the gifts coming?”).  Thank you all who participated in this year’s Magi Project. Thanks not only from the Children’s Homes but from all the neighboring villages as well!! 
  The children of the Homes had an extra blessing of receiving a pair of jeans from the Beacon Light Ministries.   
	Personal
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    We have had some personal changes in our life this year.  Many of you who are in regular communications with us already know that we became grandparents to a beautiful baby girl who was named Kaiya Reneé Wallace.  It is our hope and prayer that she and her mom and dad will be able to join us in the mission field.  We ask for your prayers as they go about their fund raising and preparing themselves for the mission field. 
