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When I started this series on the Oak Ridge Bombers that lasted, I never thought it would grow into the 

phenomenon that has developed.  As I have said before, I have meet some tremendously kind and 

gracious people.  I have also been given substantial amounts of positive feedback for publishing the 

series. 

Not a single day has gone by since I began publishing this series that I have not had some contact 

regarding the articles.  Many people have expressed their appreciation in numerous ways and with 

obviously sincere gratitude for the recognition I have given the black Oak Ridge Bombers baseball team.  

Some have indicated they recall the culture of those days with many fond memories brought about by 

seemingly endless days at the ball park.  

I am forever grateful for Bill Capshaw’s kind e-mail expression of appreciation for the mention of his dad.  

Bill remains one of the adults in Oak Ridge for whom I am eternally grateful as he paid attention to my 

son and helped him gain perspective on his art that no one else had been able to do.     

I even got a call from Archie Lee in California who played for five years on The Oak Ridge Bombers.  He 

was delighted to see the Oak Ridge Bombers getting recognition and glad to see the photographs of the 

team published.  He, like others, collected every article and sent it on to others who were aware of the 

team and its history.  

Archie was also in the first integrated classes in Oak Ridge schools in 1955.  Lawrence Graham and C. 

H. Shannon were also in those classes. Archie said he thought there were close to 100 black students 

that integrated Robertsville Junior High School and Oak Ridge High School in 1955.  

 Approximately 42 of those 100 students were Oak Ridge High School students.  Archie is proud of the 

graduation rate of the blacks who were integrated into Oak Ridge High School.  He is also rightfully proud 

to have been the very first black student named to the Oak Ridge High School chapter of the National 

Honor Society.  Archie was also a member of the Student Council. 

Lawrence Graham graduated in 1957, one of six black students graduating that year.  He went on to earn 

a doctorate degree.  Archie believes three black students graduated in 1956. He is proud to note that the 

black Oak Ridge students did well in the new environment in spite of the inherent difficulties of breaking 

new ground as integrated classes.  As each student graduated they added to the early record of 

successful integration efforts.  

Archie wonders aloud why Oak Ridge does not get more recognition for its early integration efforts.  He 

says that Clinton and Little Rock, especially Little Rock, take credit for something for which he feels Oak 

Ridge should be recognized.  That is being the VERY FIRST high school and junior high school in the 

South to be integrated.  

I don’t know the history well enough to argue the point, but I do know that Oak Ridge’s integration was not 

without some perturbations.  Waldo Cohn and his struggle to do what he knew was right regardless of the 

recall petition to remove him from City Council was an example of the Oak Ridge sentiment of 1955.  I 

can’t help but reflect on the positive impact of planting the city of Oak Ridge in the midst of Appalachia  

Gene Moody, coach of the Oak Ridge High School baseball team during the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, 

indicates he believes Lawrence Graham may be the first black student playing on an integrated high 

school sports program in Tennessee and maybe even the entire South.   
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Archie Lee told me that Lawrence is shown in the 1957 Oak Ridge High School yearbook photos in 

uniform playing both basketball and baseball. Gene Moody also noted that Lawrence was an excellent 

athlete and played both basketball and baseball.  

Why has this record setting event not been recognized by Oak Ridge history?  If Lawrence Graham was 

the first black athlete to play in an integrated high school team, then that fact should be included in our 

recorded history.  

We have been content to first allow Little Rock to gain nationwide recognition for integration and in the 

past few years Clinton and the Clinton 12 have been identified as pacesetters.  However, Oak Ridge may 

well have preceded both where integration is concerned.  We should take pride in that historic 

accomplishment. 

One more story about Oak Ridge Bombers that is a bit unusual. One of the phone calls from readers of 

the series on the Oak Ridge Bombers came from June Haynes who asked if I knew there was an Oak 

Ridge Bomber football team!  Well, actually their name was the Oak Ridge Atomic Bombers!  

I did not know what to think.  Here I had started out on this historical research journey intending to 

document the history of a fly-by-night professional baseball team in Oak Ridge.  I knew that team did not 

last but a few weeks and then a second professional baseball team from a few years later that did no 

better.  And along the way, I even learned of a modern day baseball team using the “bombers” name. 

Now here I was faced with yet one more “bombers” team after being blindsided with the black baseball 

team, named the Oak Ridge Bombers, that actually lasted nearly 20 years. And this team was a football 

team at that.  

June said she had an old program that she had kept since her college days that she wondered if I would 

like to see.  She said it showed there was an Oak Ridge football team in 1945 that played her college 

football team.  That sounded most unusual to me, so obviously, I had to see it.   

I arranged to stop by her home and see what she was talking about.  June showed me the program that 

promoted a football game to be played at Kingsport, TN.  The Oak Ridge Atomic Bombers were set to 

play football against Milligan College on Saturday, November 10, 1945 at 8:00 PM at the J. Fred Johnson 

Stadium. The game was sponsored by the Kingsport Civitan Club. 

Printed above the roster for the Oak Ridge team were the words, “Army Atomic Bombers.”  So, I 

contacted Bill Sergeant who was in the military here in Oak Ridge during the Manhattan Project and later.  

I wanted to see if he recalled anything about an Oak Ridge football team named the Oak Ridge Atomic 

Bombers.   

Here is what Bill had to say, “Yes, they were a Military Police team. My boss, Major L.R. Block, was the 

coach. The Army MPs were under our command. We beat everybody, mostly army units from elsewhere. 

We wanted to challenge the UT Vols. (We would have been creamed). I recognized a few names on the 

roster.” 

So, there we have it, I hope.  Not only did we have a professional baseball team that used the “bombers” 

name in the 1940’s, a black baseball team that used that name for nearly 20 years and one modern day 

team that does so even today, we also had a football team known by the “bombers” name. 
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What fun I have had with this “bombers” name.  Yet, amid all the humor, I have come upon some very 

sobering thoughts and found some people who are delighted to finally see recognition of community 

leadership second to none.  The families and individuals I have met doing the research for this series of 

articles have blessed me with insights previously unknown and have shown me strength and character 

that reflects deeply held faith and trust in basic human kindness and grace.  What a wonderful 

experience.   

Thank you, Larry Gipson, for being my guide and friend through the past few weeks.  I hope you agree 

we have treated the story of the Oak Ridge Bombers that lasted with the respect and honor you hoped to 

see.   

 

Football game program kept all these years by June Haynes, a Milligan College graduate 
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The listing of players on the Oak Ridge Atomic Bombers team – recognize any of the names? 
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Eugene Moody, today 

 

Eugene Moody, Oak Ridge High School Baseball coach in 1963 

 


