PRESERVATION AWARD LIST- ORHPA

The Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association has an ongoing commitment to encourage owners of early Oak Ridge properties to maintain the historic integrity of those properties for the benefit of the people.  Many such owners have put forth an effort to preserve their buildings/structures, and the ORHPA Historic Properties Committee each year selects a deserving property owner to receive the ORHPA Historic Preservation Award.

According to the Oak Ridge Visitors and Convention Bureau, visitors to our historic city often ask where they can visit Oak Ridge buildings from the WWII era.  Unfortunately, too many have been lost to demolition. With the coming Manhattan Project Historical National Park, it is vital to preserve as many of our historic buildings and structures as possible.

The ORHPA presents these awards on or near Oak Ridge’s birthday, Sep 19, 1942.  It was on that day the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers selected this area as the first site to support the top-secret Manhattan Project. (General Groves approved it Sep 24th).   

The following is a list of properties that have received the ORHPA Historic Preservation Award.

2002 – Tunnell Building, O.R. Turnpike

2003 – Plaza I Apartments, Tennessee Ave.  

2004 – Children’s Museum (Highland View School)

2005 – Oak Ridge Nursery School at Grove Center

2006 - Chapel-on-the-Hill, Jackson Square

2007 – (Two Awards) …Red Cross Building (O.R. Turnpike), …and the NOAA Building (former Health Dept) on Illinois Ave.

2008 – (Three Awards) …Oak Ridge Playhouse, Jackson Square, …Christ Community Church (former Ogden/Outer Drive Shopping Center), …and a Preservation Planning award to the Tennessee Dept of Transportation and the U.S. Dept of Energy for preserving the Oak Ridge Turnpike Gatehouse during the Hwy 95 construction project.

2009 – Jefferson Community Building, Jefferson Circle

2010 – (Two Awards) …Oak Ridge Flattop House, presented to the American Museum of Science and Energy, moved to and rehabilitated by the museum, …and to the Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort, honoring their group of volunteers that made improvements to the Guest House/Alexander Inn.

2011 – Efforts this year were devoted to implementing a Preserve America grant, in cooperation with the City of Oak Ridge, and the Oak Ridge City Historian Bill Wilcox.  Funding from the grant allowed for door markers (bronze plaques) to be placed on the outside of several historic buildings in Oak Ridge, and historic monuments constructed at the Municipal Building.

2012 – Watch for your chance to join the effort to visit historic properties important to Oak Ridge, and select our next Historic Preservation Award winner.  Activities will begin in August, 2012.  For more information contact the chair for the Historic Properties Committee, Mick Wiest at 865 483-1779, or mickwiest@hotmail.com
